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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 May 2009 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1-10 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1-5, and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Savitski et al. (US2002/01 00540, of record, previously cited, herein "Savitski") in 
view of Ruotsalainen (US2002/01 79233, of record, previously cited), and Woo et al. 
(US5356709, of record, previously cited, herein "Woo") for the same reasons expressed 
in paragraph 5 of the Office action mailed 2/24/2009. With respect to the new limitation 
of the thin tube comprising the tubular body (b), which is inserted with the thick tube 
comprising tubular body (a), Savitski shows a plurality of different arrangements of the 
tubes in overlapping connections, wherein any of the tubes shown on the outside of an 
overlapping portions of the tubes can be considered to be the thin tube (tubular body 
(a)) and any of the tubes shown on the inside of the overlapping portions can be 
considered the thick tube (tubular body (b)). 

3. Claims 1 and 3-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Savitski in view of Ruotsalainen, and Hatakeyama (US6391972, of record, 
previously cited) for the same reasons expressed in paragraph 6 of the Office action 
mailed 2/24/2009. With respect to the new limitation of the thin tube comprising the 
tubular body (b), which is inserted with the thick tube comprising tubular body (a), 
Savitski shows a plurality of different arrangements of the tubes in overlapping 
connections, wherein any of the tubes shown on the outside of an overlapping portions 
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of the tubes can be considered to be the thin tube (tubular body (a)) and any of the 
tubes shown on the inside of the overlapping portions can be considered the thick tube 
(tubular body (b)). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 5/20/2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues Ruotsalainen requires providing an annular rib or an 
annular protrusion when fitting together two workpieces, that Savitski requires a recess 
on the pipes to be joined, and that the means of Ruotsalainen and Savitski are contrary 
to each other therefore one of ordinary skill would not combine the two references 
together. However Ruotsalainen does not require an annular rib is used. Ruotsalainen 
merely states that one part can be partially received in the other part and that the fit 
between the parts is an interference fit (paragraphs 0008-0013). Ruotsalainen 
acknowledges an interference fit can be formed by many different shapes of the parts, 
and that an annular rib is merely one alternative and is by no means required. 
Additionally Savitski also does not require the use of a recess. The recess is merely 
one possible alternative and is by no means required. One in view of the generic 
teachings of Savitski and Ruotsalainen would have been motivated to combine the 
references as discussed in the rejections, as there are no contradictions, as asserted, 
between Savitski and Ruotsalainen. 

Applicant also argues Ruotsalainen teaches joining housing parts, and asserts 
the outer housing naturally would be harder than the inner housing. Ruotsalainen is not 
limited to joining housing parts, and Ruotsalainen teaches the method generally relates 



Application/Control Number: 10/584,460 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1791 

to joining of plastic parts (paragraphs 0001 , 0008). Additionally there is no evidence 
that an outer housing would naturally be harder than an inner housing, for example the 
outer housing could have been designed to cushion the inner housing from impacts 
therefore the outer housing could have been made of a softer material to absorb the 
impact. The applicant's assertion is not supported by any evidence and it is not the only 
possible design. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL MCNALLY whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2685. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00AM- 
4:30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Crispino can be reached on (571) 272-1226. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Daniel McNally/ /John L. Goff/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 1791 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1791 

DPM 

August 10, 2009 



